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Brand Weld’s tiered offering

Between them, Anthony Mc-
Guinness and Warwick Hogan 
have substantial experience 

as distributors of welding equipment, 
which, for McGuinness, goes back to 
1997 with Binzel. Prior to the death in 
2009 of Sydney Ellerine, McGuinness 
was running the Ellerine’s welding 
businesses, Welcom Distribution and 
Welders Warehouse, while Hogan was 
running a company called TorchMaster 
in Australia.

“We started Brand Weld as a new 
and clean entity in 2009 as an importer 

Cost-effective welding solutions: 
a tiered approach

The Taurus 
Flama MIG 500f Synergic 
welding power source 
from Brand Weld is a 
500 A dc inverter-based synergic double pulse and 
multi-process power source.

The Taurus Flama TIG 320 ac/dc pulse 
machine. Taurus inverter-based 380 V power 
sources are all factory tested to 550 V.

The Brand Weld offering includes 
specialised robotic mild steel wires 
for very fast welding, such as the Carbofil Elite MIG welding wire.

Parweld auto darkening respirator helmets offer cost-effective fume 
extraction solutions compared to mobile and permanently installed 
extraction systems.

African Fusion talks to Warwick Hogan and Anthony McGuinness 
of Brand Weld about welding brand choices and their approach 
to meeting the needs of the diverse South African market.

and wholesaler of a carefully selected 
range of brands that we thought would 
be well suited to the South African 
market,” says McGuinness. “We decided 
to sell only through distributors and to 
carry a comprehensive and complete 
range of popular, fast moving welding 
products: MMA, MIG and TIG welding 
machines, accessories and consum-
ables; gas and plasma cutting equip-
ment; and a comprehensive range of 
associated safety gear and accessories,” 
he tells African Fusion.

“The bread and butter of the busi-
ness, lies in welding consumables,” he 
notes – flux-cored, MIG, TIG and stick 
consumables as well as SAW wires and 
fluxes – and Brand Weld has adopted a 
tiered approach to give users the choice 
between cost-effective brands, high-end 
certified quality and mid-tier options.    

“We offer three consumable ranges: 
a low cost Strike Master option, which 
is focused on steel such as 6013 elec-
trodes; a mid-tier Taurus range of prod-
ucts, which is our own registered brand 
of good quality but well-priced products; 
and the Oerlikon premium brand.

“Taurus consumables are available 
for the popular steel alloys, including 
7018 and 7024s, as well as the common 
stainless steel and cast iron electrodes 
such as Nickel 55 and 98,” McGuinness 
says.

For MIG welding, a full range of solid 
wires is available, including stainless 
and aluminium wires, “and we have 
some Taurus flux-cored wires such as 
the 71T1 wires, as well as silicon bronze 
MIG wires. 

“The Taurus consumable brand is 
ideal for general fabrication and is ideal 
for small and medium sized fabricators 
that are under competitive pressure 
– but still have to produce quality prod-
ucts,” McGuinness suggests. “And in the 
currently lean economic climate, we are 
also selling to some bigger operations 
for non-critical welding tasks,” he adds.

“Wherever the contract price is an 
issue, Taurus can be a cost-effective 

alternative to the premium brands,” Ho-
gan suggests. “But for premium quality 
welding tasks, we have the full Oerlikon 
offering at our disposal,” he continues. 
“We are a relatively new to Oerlikon, 
but Brand Weld has quickly emerged as 
the go-to agency for imported Oerlikon 
consumables. We are now the primary 
supplier of all Oerlikon consumables 
and if any direct enquiry is received in 
Europe, these will be referred to us,” 
he says.

The quick success is largely due 
to a “substantial commitment” from 
Oerlikon to make their products work 
in the South African market. “Oerlikon’s 
top technical people are accessible to us 
for up to one week every month to help 
us and our customers to make best use 
of this premium consumable range,” 
Hogan assures.

While the price is higher, what Oer-
likon offers is a better welding process. 
“The brand comes with a lot of expertise 
and knowledge. As a distributor, our 
task is to do more than sell volumes into 
the already competitive market. With 
Oerlikon, we strive to offer complete 
solutions that are cost effective by virtue 
of better productivity, higher deposition 
rates, less rework and higher end qual-
ity,” McGuinness says. 

“Through partnerships with Air 
Liquide Welding and its local agent, 
ALP, we can also offer consumable sup-
port and accessories for automation 
solutions that reduce labour costs and 
significantly increase consistency and 

quality. Initiatives such as these will 
often make the use of a premium quality 
consumables economically sensible,” 
Hogan adds.

“In many areas, Oerlikon is the 
global consumable specialist,” Hogan 
continues. “Its seamless flux-cored 
wires, for example, offer exciting pos-
sibilities, especially for stainless steels 
and hardfacing applications. We have 
direct access to welding procedure 
specifications (WPSs) and historical 
procedure qualification records (PQRs) 
for many of the applications we are 
asked to look at, and Oerlikon France is 
happy to develop procedures for us for 
new applications. 

“Locally, we are happy to have 
consumables tested and certified for 
customers wanting to use Oerlikon 
consumables for niche, safety-critical or 
high-quality fabrication,” Hogan tells Af-
rican Fusion. “Consumable certification 
is routinely required by the petrochemi-
cal and the power generation industries, 
on high temperature steels and special 
stainless steels, for example,” he adds.

Globally, Oerlikon has also devel-
oped specific consumables for the au-
tomotive industry, which are preferred 
by carmakers such as Volvo and Renault 
in Europe. “These are also ideal for use 
by second- and third-tier component 
manufacturers, because the compo-
nents they make are also subject to 
similar quality requirements,” Hogan 
suggests. The Brand Weld offering 
includes specialised robotic mild steel 
wires for very fast welding, such as the 
Carbofil Elite MIG welding wire.

“Hardfacing is Oerlikon’s key 
strength, though. We are currently 
doing well on the Oerlikon Fluxofil 58 
wire, which is an excellent product for 
flux-cored hardfacing for high abrasion, 
medium impact wear applications,” 

continues McGuinness. “This wire is 
as close as you can get to a universal 
hardfacing solution and it is being used 
extensively for front-end loaders and 
mining buckets at our open cast coal 
and iron ore mines.” 

Hogan adds: “This is a gas-shielded 
flux-cored wire, which is ideal for work-
shop use, but Oerlikon also offers the 
Fluxodur 58 TiC-O, which is a self-shield-
ed (gasless) equivalent consumable for 
use outdoors or where gas availability 
is a problem.” 

“A lot of MMA work is done outdoors 
where wind can affect shielding and 
cylinder handling is difficult. The use 
of self-shielded cored wire is an ideal 
substitute for MMA for people needing 
to improve productivity and uptime 
and the self-shielded FCAW process 
also offers improved surface quality and 
consistency,” he adds.

Brand Weld has adopted the same 
tiered approach to its welding machine 
offering, with an entry level Strike 
Master machine range and a mid-tier 
Taurus range that offers “some fantastic 
features”. 

“All our machines are inverter-based 
and we have options from basic MMA 
machines all the way up synergic, syn-
ergic double pulse and multi-process 
power sources,” says McGuinness.

Most notably, he says that the Tau-
rus range has advanced input voltage 
protection. “All of the three-phase 380 V 
machines are tested to 550 V. While we 
don’t recommend using them at higher 
voltages, these machines will operate 
accurately at up to 540 V, after which 
they will trip to protect the electronics. 
This is an important feature in Africa, 
where the supply can vary and it is often 
unreliable,” he says.

On the Taurus ac/dc TIG welding ma-
chines, McGuinness says that a wireless 

remote foot pedal has been added. “For 
ac-TIG welding of aluminium, this is par-
ticularly useful as it gives the welder the 
current adjustment needed to control 
the penetration with less risk of burning 
through,” he explains. 

On the cutting side, Brand Weld 
offers the Harris range on the high end, 
along with lower cost Taurus gas cut-
ting equipment. “We are also agents for 
Hypertherm plasma cutting equipment,” 
says Hogan.

From an accessories perspective, a 
full range of welding safety equipment 
is available, including auto darkening 
helmets and “good quality respirator 
helmets that are much more cost-
effective than fume extraction solutions 
that try to suck all of the fume out of the 
whole workshop”.

The outlook? “From our perspec-
tive, things are looking good. We are 
covering the extended welding market 
with products from the entry level to 
premium and we have good support 
from our suppliers.

“We have recently introduced Par-
weld MIG torches, which have a novel 
design that makes consumables such as 
contact tips, gas shrouds and liners last 
longer – and their duty cycles have been 
extended to 80%,” Hogan says.

“We also intend to bring in some 
new cutting equipment: small low-cost 
CNC plasma cutting tables, a CNC pipe 
cutting system and an I-beam cutting 
system for the construction industry. 
In addition, we have found a 1.0  kW 
entry-level fibre laser cutting system, 
a very low maintenance unit that does 
not need gas.

“Our tiered approach ensures that 
fabricators can source welding products 
that they can afford, no matter how 
small, large, simple or complicated their 
requirements,” Hogan concludes.


