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⎪ Hydraulic and pneumatic systems ⎪

H
FT’s move into new and larger 
premises is a direct result of the 
growth experienced since intro-
ducing its service kits offering for 

mobile heavy vehicles. “Since partnering with 
Cummins Filtration and the Fleetguard brand 
back in 2015, we have been offering an ever-
expanding range of customised service and 
filter kits,” begins Bottyan. “This new facility 
is purpose designed to support that focus,” he 
tells MechChem Africa.

“We see this as an ideal solution for fleet 
and equipment owners who are seeking to 
extend service intervals of their equipment 
and reduce cost of ownership. In partnership 
with Cummins Filtration and Fleetguard for 
example, we have had considerable field 
successes in extending service intervals and 
reducing the number of filter and oil changes 
required for our customers,” he reveals.

An example of this offering can be seen in 
the adaptation of the conventional service 
regime of typical mining and construction 
machinery, where fuel and oil filters would be 
changed every 250, 500, 750 and 1 000 hours, 
with the air filters being changed at 500 and 
1 000 hours intervals respectively.

“But with selected ESI (extended service 
interval) Fleetguard filters, the air, oil and 
fuel filters are all suitable to be changed 
every 1 000 hours, so an operator only uses 
half the air filters and one quarter of the 

Customised service kits for extended  service 
intervals on specialised equipment

HFT’s VUD Vacuum Dehydrators combine 
optimised heat, vacuum, process and user-friendly 
operating systems for the removal of water and 
particulate from hydraulic and high viscosity 
lubricating oils.

HFT’s general manager, Sandor Bottyan in the 
reception of the company’s new 2 800 m2 Spartan 
facility.

HFT’s service kits are 100% customised. “As well as all the filter units, lubricants and coolants, some 
customers also want V-belts and wipers and such like, so every one is different.

The new HFT laboratory enables customers to 
send oil samples in for analysis. “We produce 
reports, keep records and we can trend the 
results from mobile equipment or from any of our 
decontamination systems.

Fluid management specialists, Hytec Fluid Technology (HFT), a Hytec Group 
company, has moved into a new 2  800 m2 facility in Spartan. MechChem 
Africa talks to HFT’s general manager, Sandor Bottyan about the extended 
customised service kits offering that comes with the move.

oil and fuel filters compared to most OEM 
recommendations.

“Also key to the extended service interval 
programme is the engine oil service life, 
which needs to be in excess of 1 000 hours. 
This brings the life of all of the service kit 
components into line, so that a full service 
can be completed once every 1  000 hours, 
without having to do additional oil changes 
every 500 hours,” he says, adding: “The result 
is less downtime for routine servicing and 
lower maintenance costs.”

“We also make use of the Fleetguard OAT 
(organic acid technology) coolant as part of 
the package offering. This is a lifelong coolant, 
which when filled in an engine, will technically 
never be required to be drained and refilled. 
Conventional coolants are usually drained 
every 4 000 to 6 000 hours, up to 10 times 
more often compared to the Fleetguard OAT 
product,” Bottyan continues. 

The long-life product also enables the 
Fleetguard OAT coolant to be drained, fil-
tered and reused during the lifecycle of the 
vehicle. “We are now routinely installing our 
HFT-designed coolant purification system to 
remove all solid contaminants, so that it can 
be safely reused in vehicles,” Bottyan assures.

From its core competence in servicing 
off-road mining and construction vehicles 
that depend heavily on hydraulics, HFT is 
now growing its market share in the on-road 

haulage fleet market. “We have taken a 
collaborative approach with respect to the 
development of each kit. In partnership with 
fleet owners, vehicle OEMs, and our filter, 
lubricant and coolant suppliers, we determine 
the best combination of kit component to 
extend service intervals for on-highway fleets. 

“In addition, we also offer training for the 
onsite technicians, which we feel is critical. It 
is only by adhering to the correct procedures 
and, most importantly, cleanliness levels that 
the full advantages of extended servicing 
intervals can be achieved,” he tells MechChem 
Africa.

Depending on the environment, HFT 
also supplies oil and coolant dispensing and 
filtration equipment. “It doesn’t help to only 
consider onboard filtration. We need to make 
sure that when fuel, oil or coolant is dispensed, 
this is as uncontaminated as it can possibly 
be. This is essential in extending service in-
tervals,” Bottyan continues. 

Based on surveys of the fluid cleanliness 
levels being achieved onsite during servicing, 
HFT identifies bulk dewatering and filtration 
systems that could resolve contamination 
problems. “The use of pre-cleaners and offline 
filtration units are often very cost effective in 
overcoming fluid contamination issues during 
servicing,” he notes, adding: “Transfer systems 
that prevent lubricants or coolants contami-
nant ingress from the external environment 
also help.” 

Together with customer selected third par-
ty laboratory companies such as Wearcheck 
Africa, HFT also offers oil analysis services to 
verify the cleanliness of the fluids being used 
and the effectiveness of its offline filters and 
transfer systems.

HFT’s service-kit offering is available for all 
vehicle brands. “Across Africa, we are seeing 

an increasing number of vehicle fleets from 
OEMs in India and China. The low fuel quality 
and poor contamination control systems have 
a negative impact on mobile fleets.

“We develop the kits for these vehicles in 
conjunction with the owners and operators 
so as to ensure maximum equipment lifecycle 
by minimising contamination ingress thereby 
raising levels of service excellence”, Bottyan 
notes.

“The tracking of service kits is also an ex-
tremely important function of the successful 
and comprehensive service extension pro-
gramme to our customers.  We are now able 
to track the quantities and where the kits are 
going, which enables us to more accurately 
meet supply and logistics demands. In addi-
tion, we know exactly when a kit is used, so 
we can monitor and alert customers when 
their next service is due,” he says. 

Bottyan explains how this works: “Scanners 
are used to book out each kit, with a unique 
tracking code being associated with an exact 
data set that shows which specific machine 
the kit is for. We develop these kits and the 
data sets in cooperation with customers in 
order to minimise the risk of human error 

during servicing. Each kit is allocated to a spe-
cific vehicle and the tracking system monitors 
exactly where that kit is at any time and alerts 
operators and us as soon as it is used.

HFT also manufactures customised and 
specific, transfer and bulk filtration systems 
at its new Spartan facility. These are available 
for sale or for on site hire. “We also re-certify 
hydraulic accumulators with our automated 
testing station developed by our sister Hytec 
Group Company, Tectra Automation.

“While we are not the only company to 

offer service kits for mobile equipment, we 
believe we have come up with one of the best 
service offerings available. We have a compre-
hensive understanding of hydraulics, while 
our partners – Cummins Filtration through 
the Fleetguard brand – have over 50 years’ 
experience in the design and manufacturing 
of diesel engine filtration. 

“This enables us to deliver the best-
possible customised servicing and onboard 
vehicle contamination protection offering,” 
Bottyan concludes. q


