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⎪ SAIChE IChemE news ⎪

Mike Hancock of Chester 
University presents at UCT

SAIChE ICHemE KZN Members Group 
The SAIChE ICHemE KZN members group 
held its regional AGM and dinner on the 
24 November 2017 at the Riverside Hotel, 
Durban. This is an annual event organised 

by the KZN SAIChE committee for its 
members.

The event began with the AGM where 
the annual report was presented by the 

vice chairperson, Maggie Chetty, which 
included feedback on the branch activities 
for the past year. SAIChE ICHemE KZN 
then elected its new committee. Several of 
the current and co-opted members of the 
outgoing committee availed themselves 
for re-election. The SAIChE KZN branch 
committee elected on the evening consists 
of: Maggie Chetty, Nokuthula Danisa, 
Thokozani Sikhakhane, David Lokhat, 
Ziphathele Chamane, Mohammed Dildar, 
Brendon Haripersad and Bavelile Hlongwa. 
The committee also welcomed a newly 
elected member, Bakare Babatunde.

The keynote address at the subsequent 
dinner was delivered by Michael Ward, 
director of Creating Sustainable Value. 
The presentation focused on aspects of the 
green economy as well as sustainable devel-
opment and the link to chemical engineering. 
The winners and participants of the SAIChE 
ICHemE KZN members group Research Day, 
held earlier in the year, also received their 
awards at the dinner. q

The Gauteng branch has standardised its 
activities to fall on the last Wednesday 
of every month. The committee meets 
on the odd months and events are held 
on the even months. Events are usually 
held at WorleyParsons in Melrose Arch, 
Johannesburg.

2017 was a successful year for events. For 
February, we had Trish Kerin from IChemE 
speaking about the culture of safety. Our 
April event is always the AGM and branch 
dinner. We used the Wanderers Club as 
our venue to great success, co-locating the 
meeting with the National AGM. At the din-
ner after the meeting, Mariette Liefferink 
enthralled the audience with her deep 
knowledge regarding the water situation in 
South Africa. 

In June, 3M hosted a tour of its Innovation 
Centre in Woodmead. This event was fully 
sponsored and therefore free to attend. We 
had record attendance with 78 people be-
ing present. In August, we had a joint event 
with the South African Association of Food 
Science and Technology (SAAFoST). More 

On February 1st 2018, the Western Cape Members Group attended a presentation 
at the UCT Chemical Engineering Department by Mike Hancock of the University 
of Chester in the UK.

Mike Hancock addresses members of the Western 
Cape branch of SAIChE IChemE in early February 
this year.

The KZN regional AGM and Dinner was held at the Riverside Hotel in Durban on 24 November 2017.

M
ike Hancock CEng, FIChemE, 
is a visiting lecturer at the 
UCT Department of Chemical 
Engineering. He obtained his 

PhD from the University of Cambridge and 
thereafter joined Shell Petrochemicals and 
later the Fertilisers division. After many years 
he joined ICI Corporate Services before em-
barking on consultancy, which now focuses on 
Industrial Energy Efficiency. He is a Fellow of 
the Energy Institute, a member of the Regis-
ter of Professional Energy Consultants and 
an IRCA registered auditor for ISO 50  001, 
Energy Management Standard.

He had been on holiday and had just 
sailed into Cape Town aboard the QE 2 when 
he kindly agreed to visit UCT’s Chemical 
Engineering Department. He also agreed to 
hold a seminar to inform members of SAIChE 
IChemE regarding the new Department of 
Chemical Engineering that has been estab-
lished at the University of Chester.

Hancock opened his presentation with 
a very interesting and vivid historical, 
geographical and economic description of 
Chester and its surrounds that lent good 
perspective and context to the ensuing 
topics. Chester is an ancient city founded 
in medieval time (around 1500) as a port 
city suited for trade and transportation; an 
importance that it retained even during the 
industrial revolution.

The Chester University Department of 
Chemical Engineering, Thornton Campus, 
is on the Shell (Petroleum and Lubricants) 
Research laboratories site, which was do-
nated to the university. The faculty enjoys 

state-of-the-art laboratory facilities and 
lecture theatres. Last year the first group 
of students graduated from the uniquely 
structured curriculum that provides a 
practical industrial experience component 
throughout the course and hence prepares 
students for the ‘real world’ of work. This 
is orchestrated through the good liaison 
and co-operation of the department and 
the numerous surrounding industries that 
accommodate the students.

The programme and qualifications of the 

A view of the excellent buffet and some of the attendees at the joint SAIChE IChemE and South African 
Association of Food Science and Technology event held in August last year.

Gauteng branch: 2017 summary and 2018 plans
than 70 people came to hear the three 
experts speaking about the application of 
engineering in the food industry. Networking 
opportunities after the event were exciting. 
We plan to repeat this joint event annually 
in August. 

The event we had planned for October 
with Engineers Without Borders had to be 
postponed and will now take place in 2018. 

The 2018 event programme 
Following the AGM on April 10, a whiskey 
tasting and technical talk is scheduled for 
June 27. The August event will again be a joint 
event with our Food Science and Technology 
colleagues (SAAFoST) and will take place on 
the 29 August.

Then, on October 31, we will be looking at 
the Industry 4.0 and Internet of Things topics 
under the title: ‘Big data and visualisation for 
engineers’.

We will be communicating our events 
using email and social media. Our members 
in the Gauteng region are encouraged to 
check that their email details are correct. If 

anyone has not been receiving emails from 
the Gauteng branch, but would like to, please 
contact the SAIChE IChemE office using the 
contact details to be found on the website: 
www.saiche.co.za. q

Chester University Chemical Engineering 
Department have been approved by IChemE 
and the department seeks to further en-
hance the programme through visits and 
exchange programmes with like institutions 
internationally, in order to build strategic 
partnerships. Hancock encouraged UCT and 
other chemical engineering departments in 
South Africa to participate in this outreach 
programme. 

The next part of his presentation was on 
his own invention and patented “OxyGen” 

process, which uses electrolysis as an integral 
step. This process is an Integrated Generation 
Carbon Capture and one that sequestrates 
carbon emissions from fossil-fuel-based 
power generation plants. 

Hancock also gave a comparative account 
of other such technologies, and presented 
predictions of consumption from other 
energy resources, such as renewables, dif-
ferent fossil fuels and nuclear and their vari-
ous impacts, including their climate change 
implications. q

At a Western Cape members group meeting at UCT 
in February are, from left: N Isafiates, UCT; Eric Van 
Steen, UCT; Mike Hancock, Chester University and 
Dee Associates; and Hamied Mazema, Pro & RM.


