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N
ow more than ever, manufactur-
ers can readily take advantage 
of growing intelligence through 
modern technology, such as cloud, 

mobile and converged, plantwide EtherNet/
IP. To maximise value from this data, Rockwell 
Automation is expanding its information 
solutions capabilities to support manufactur-
ers as they move through their own digital 
transformation and realise their version of 
the Connected Enterprise.

“Access to information is changing the face 
of industrial operations,” says John Genovesi, 
vice president of Information Software and 
Process Business at Rockwell Automation. 
“We have made significant investments in 
technology and resources that make opera-
tions smarter, and make the data from control 
systems more useful.

“Now we are taking it a step further, ex-
panding our integrated control and informa-
tion offerings to help customers drastically 
reduce production variability and risk, while 
optimising production,” he says.

“The journey to smart manufacturing has 

heightened the reality that collaboration 
between OT and IT is not an option – it’s a 
necessity,” added Genovesi. “We’ve been 
working with Microsoft to focus our products 
and technology teams on a series of stra-
tegic initiatives to simplify and enable that 
collaboration.” 

“The Rockwell Automation vision for 
The Con nected Enterprise is aligned with 
Microsoft’s vision to integrate intelligence 
into all assets within a connected system,” says 
Çaǧlayan Arkan, general manager, worldwide 
manufacturing and resources at Microsoft. 
“We’re bringing together domain expertise 
in a series of co-innovation projects, focused 
on enabling the convergence of OT and IT to 
create new value for their organisations. True 
enterprise intelligence requires co-ordination 
and compatibility from the edge device up 
through enterprise operations, applications 
and business decisions.”

The expansion of the applications and 
services offered by Rockwell Automation 
Information Solutions uses the scale and 
openness of Microsoft’s intelligent cloud 

platform, Microsoft Azure IoT Suite, Cortana 
Intelligence and mobility services. The ex-
panded offerings give manufacturers access 
to analytics capabilities that best fit their 
operation – within a device, throughout a 
system and/or across the enterprise. At every 
level, the solutions contextualise data; enable 
collaboration between people, processes 
and technology; and drive value with new 
outcomes.

Regardless of where companies are in 
their journey to The Connected Enterprise, 
Rockwell Automation Information Solutions 
provides domain expertise to help manage 
production at each step, from planning and 
execution through optimisation. 

Rockwell Automation’s information so-
lutions are built on more than a century of 
automation experience, over 1-million instal-
lations and more than 5 000 companies in 
the Rockwell Automation Partner Network 
programme and developer ecosystem. These 
solutions bridge the gap between manufactur-
ing data and IT, putting the power of produc-
tion systems to work. q

John Genovesi, Rockwell Automation’s global vice president of Information Software and Process Business, talks about how 
the Connected Enterprise enables collecting information on intelligent assets in plants which, it estimates, will mean that 
more than 50-billion devices will be connected to the Internet by 2020. 

Modular control and switchgear packages
Adrian van Wyk from Rockwell Automation’s 
sub-Saharan Africa subsidiary marks seven 
years of successful collaboration with 
panel and cabinet assembler, Low Voltage 
Switchboards.

For Low Voltage Switchgear, Rockwell 
Automation is maximising its capabilities 
to package its IEC-rated drive and control 
equipment in tailored, fully compliant panel 
technology solutions to industrial markets in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Some of the largest min-
ing and industrial projects across the region 
are presently making use of this offering, 
which includes the assembly of Rockwell 
Automation switchgear and control gear in 
Low Voltage Switchboards’ modular panel 
and cabinet configurations.

“Our collaboration with Low Voltage 
Switchboards broadens our project delivery 
capabilities with synergies from both sides,” 
explains Van Wyk, business manager for 
Rockwell Automation’s power and compo-
nents business, southern and sub-Saharan 
Africa. “As Rockwell Automation, we sup-
ply a product and the technical ability to 

deliver solutions required from a customer 
perspective. Low Voltage Switchboards then 
integrates this into a structure so that the so-
lution meets both customer and local specifi-
cations. It’s an integral part of increasing the 
competitiveness of Rockwell Automation in 
delivering full-scale projects that meet local 
end user and application-specific standards 
and quality requirements.”

The association demonstrates Rockwell 
Auto mation sub-Saharan Africa’s continu-
ing strategy of aligning with 
independent suppliers to bring 
about attractive, competitive 
and innovative product solu-
tions to industrial end users. 
In a company like Low Voltage 
Switchboards, with a track re-
cord of over 18 years, Rockwell 
Automation has an indepen-
dent panel-building agent that 
leverages its knowledge of re-
gional industrial applications 
to supply customised solutions 
to the specific requirements 

of each industry and workspace.
“Low Voltage Switchboards is an SABS-

certified assembler of IEC 60439- and 
61439-compliant electrical switchboards, 
aligning ourselves with the CUBIC modu-
lar panel system brand,” explains Stephan 
Smit, operations director, Low Voltage 
Switchboards. “These systems provide solu-
tions for main distribution boards, marine 
panels, MCCs, fully withdrawable systems, 
PLC panels, 19-inch modular racks and desks 
– in a range of steels.”

Since its formation in 2009, the collabo-

Expanded information solutions offerings

Low Voltage Switchboards is an independent panel 
assembler running production lines for the complete range 
of industrial control and automation equipment.
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Over the past ten years, Rockwell Automation 
has provided more than $15-million of broad-
based support to address the critical need 
to fill science, technology, education and 
mathematics (STEM) education jobs essential 
for driving innovation. Many of these jobs go 
unfilled because of the lack of awareness of 
the kinds of high-tech jobs available, and the 
lack of skills to meet today’s needs.

“Through our technology and people, we 
are helping to inspire the next generation 
of innovators to fill the talent pipeline for 
our customers and for our company,” says 
Blake Moret, president and CEO of Rockwell 
Automation. “Our strategic partnership with 
FIRST helps us increase our reach and vis-
ibility to STEM students around the world.” 

In addition to being a global sponsor of the 
FIRST® LEGO® League programme and sole 
sponsor of the FIRST Robotics Competition 
(FRC) and the Rockwell  Automation 
Innovation in Control Award, nearly 200 
Rockwell Automation employees around 
the world donate their time for the FIRST 
programmes and more than 300 employees 
volunteer for the organisation in other ca-
pacities. The company also donates products 

The expansion of the applications and services offered by Rockwell Automation Information Solutions uses the scale and openness of Microsoft’s 
intelligent cloud platform, Microsoft Azure IoT Suite, Cortana Intelligence and mobility services. 

ration has supplied electrical control and 
instrumentation (EC&I) systems to some 
of the largest mining projects in the world, 
including the world’s two-largest gold 
mines, located in Central Africa. “These 
are systems providing critical control 
functions in tremendously hostile environ-
ments, with high ambient temperatures 
and high humidity in extremely remote 
locations,” van Wyk explains. “We’ve 
supplied equipment to a large portfolio 
of mining projects in sub-Saharan Africa 
that cover a range of minerals, from a large 
ilmenite plant in Madagascar to uranium 
mines in Namibia. Outside of mining, 
we’ve supplied critical solutions in oil and 
gas; food and beverage; and water and 
wastewater treatment plants.”

In what is becoming an increasingly 
important component of successful 
business expansion in today’s indus-
tries, Rockwell Automation sub-Saharan 
Africa’s collaboration with Low Voltage 
Switchboards demonstrates the value of 
strategic synergies in packaging complete, 
customised solutions that offer attractive 
and competitive project bids to market. q

⎪ Automation, process control and instrumentation ⎪

integral to FIRST programme games and 
scoring. These product donations are specifi-
cally used for the FIRST Robotics Competition 
playing fields and scoring systems and they 
are included within the parts kits teams use 
to build their robots.

“This generous, multi-year commitment 
from Rockwell Automation will allow us to 
focus on the strategic aspects of our partner-
ship while continuing to help scale our pro-
grammes and expose students to a broader 
range of industry-leading products and ap-
plications,” says Donald E Bossi, president of 
FIRST. “The company has a long, rich history 
of supporting FIRST.”

Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen 
founded FIRST in 1989 to inspire an ap-
preciation of science and technology in 
young people. Based in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, FIRST designs accessible, inno-
vative programmes to build self-confidence, 
knowledge, and life skills while motivating 
young people to pursue opportunities in sci-
ence, technology and engineering. 

Rockwell Automation is recognised as a 
FIRST Strategic Partner and a FIRST Robotics 
Competition Crown Supplier. q

$12-million STEM investment for next generation


